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Table 3.1 Of the total amount of funds raised or received in 
donations by the library in 2013, what percentage came from 
foundation grants? 
 
 Mean Median Minimum Maximum 
Entire sample 29.19% 10.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

Table 3.2 Of the total amount of funds raised or received in 
donations by the library in 2013, what percentage came from 
foundation grants? Broken out by the existence of a "friends of 
the library" group. 
 
Friends of 
Library Group 

Mean Median Minimum Maximum 

Has a "friends 
of library" 
group 

23.70% 2.50% 0.00% 100.00% 

Does not have 
a "friends of 
library" group 

43.18% 40.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

Table 3.3 Of the total amount of funds raised or received in 
donations by the library in 2013, what percentage came from 
foundation grants? Broken out by total annual budget of the 
library, including spending for salaries and materials. 
 
Budget Mean Median Minimum Maximum 
Less than 
$100,000 

28.85% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

$100,000 to 
$499,999 

38.19% 44.00% 0.00% 92.00% 

$500,000 or 
more 

20.54% 5.00% 0.00% 100.00% 
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Table 3.4 Of the total amount of funds raised or received in 
donations by the library in 2013, what percentage came from 
foundation grants? Broken out by the size of the population 
served by the library. 
 
Population 
Served 

Mean Median Minimum Maximum 

Less than 2,500 33.64% 22.50% 0.00% 100.00% 
2,500 to 19,999 33.33% 22.00% 0.00% 92.00% 
20,000 or more 20.58% 5.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

Table 3.5 Of the total amount of funds raised or received in 
donations by the library in 2013, what percentage came from 
foundation grants? Broken out by the amount of money raised 
from all sources through fundraising, grants, and donations in 
2013. 
 
Money Raised 
in 2013 

Mean Median Minimum Maximum 

Less than 
$5,000 

14.27% 0.00% 0.00% 73.00% 

$5,000 to 
$14,999 

32.65% 12.50% 0.00% 100.00% 

$15,000 to 
$49,999 

43.86% 65.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

$50,000 or 
more 

31.64% 20.00% 0.00% 92.00% 

 
 



The Survey of Public Library Fundraising Practices 

50 

Table 8.1 How much did the friends of the library group raise for 
the library in 2013? 
 
 Mean Median Minimum Maximum 
Entire 
sample 

$13,366.41 $6,000.00 $0.00 $80,000.00 

Table 8.2 How much did the friends of the library group raise for 
the library in 2013? Broken out by the existence of a "friends of 
the library" group. 
 
Friends of 
Library 
Group 

Mean Median Minimum Maximum 

Has a 
"friends of 
library" 
group 

$13,366.41 $6,000.00 $0.00 $80,000.00 

Does not 
have a 
“friends of 
library” 
group 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Table 8.3 How much did the friends of the library group raise for 
the library in 2013? Broken out by total annual budget of the 
library, including spending for salaries and materials. 
 
Budget Mean Median Minimum Maximum 
Less than 
$100,000 

$1,575.00 $450.00 $400.00 $5,000.00 

$100,000 to 
$499,999 

$4,961.54 $5,000.00 $0.00 $10,000.00 

$500,000 or 
more 

$29,009.30 $17,371.00 $2,000.00 $80,000.00 
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Table 8.4 How much did the friends of the library group raise for 
the library in 2013? Broken out by the size of the population 
served by the library. 
 
Population 
Served 

Mean Median Minimum Maximum 

Less than 
2,500 

$1,633.33 $450.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 

2,500 to 
19,999 

$8,150.09 $5,000.00 $750.00 $42,651.00 

20,000 or 
more 

$26,144.20 $14,500.00 $4,700.00 $80,000.00 

Table 8.5 How much did the friends of the library group raise for 
the library in 2013? Broken out by the amount of money raised 
from all sources through fundraising, grants, and donations in 
2013. 
 
Money 
Raised in 
2013 

Mean Median Minimum Maximum 

Less than 
$5,000 

$10,318.75 $3,500.00 $400.00 $60,000.00 

$5,000 to 
$14,999 

$5,281.25 $5,500.00 $750.00 $10,000.00 

$15,000 to 
$49,999 

$7,366.67 $7,350.00 $0.00 $15,000.00 

$50,000 or 
more 

$38,378.60 $42,651.00 $3,500.00 $80,000.00 
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Describe a few of your friends of the library group’s most 
effective fundraising events. 

 
1. Book Store operated in a space within the library building. Annual Book 

Sale. 
 
2. Casino was the most effective. 
 
3. Library book sales. 
 
4. Sale of donated books and magazines. 
 
5. Library Lovers Calendar; Backstreet Books-used bookstore; Membership 

Drive; Jessie's Boutique (an annual women's gently used accessories sale); 
Jingle Books-Our end of year fundraiser for the next years book purchases-
we kick this off on Give to the Max Day. 

 
6. Bake sale, card sale, book shop. 
 
7. Gala literary event. 
 
8. Spring and Fall Book Sales, plus the 75th anniversary celebration for the 

library in the spring of 2012. 
 
9. The most effective is c/o one group, which raises at least $14,000 per year 

with a Holiday Craft Bazaar, going strong for over thirty years. Another 
Friends group has pretty good success with seasonal bake sales. 

 
10. Annual Christmas Homes Tour; Annual Basket Raffle at Cabin Fever 

Reliever. 
 
11. Book and bake sales. 
 
12. Book Sale; Christmas tree event. 
 
13. Booksales ~ they have 4 per year. 
 
14. We have a community wide garage sale twice a year. A large book sale once 

a year. They also accept private donations on the library's behalf. 
 
15. Amazon online book sales and four book sales per year. 
 
16. Christmas book basket silent auction; Book sale. 
 
17. The Friends of the Library wrote a successful $25,000 joint grant with the 
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Lower Colorado River Authority to fund a water- conserving fountain for 
the Library's Courtyard. They have an in-library store, Buy the Book, and 
sell donated/weeded books online as well. 

 
18. Library has an in-house bookstore that raises over $100 every month, we 

also host an annual vendor fair where the home-based party people buy a 
table for $25 then also donate part of the days proceeds back to the Library 
Friends. We have also done book-sales. We host an annual Wine and Dine 
event and a holiday decor sale where people donate their gently used and 
unwanted holiday decorations to the library. We set this up the week 
before Thanksgiving and it runs through Christmas week. Some items are 
special priced but 90% are just a free-will offering. We always make over 
$1000 on this event. 

 
19. They recently hosted a "Founder's Day" type of event that raised $1,000. 
 
20. The Friends of the Arlington Public Library raise funds to support the 

Library through their biannual book sales. They also have biannual Book 
and Author Luncheons, which raise awareness of the Friends and the 
Library, but they are not money-makers. 

 
21. Sending books to Library Consignment and Better World Books. 
 
22. Raffle of Technology products, Memorial Gifts, Book Sales. 
 
23. Book Sale. 
 
24. Bunko night, Spa day, silent auction, booksales. 
 
25. A book sale, newspaper articles telling of things the library is raising money 

for, speaking to the senior center and the chamber of commerce. 
 
26. Company donations and drives. 
 
27. Chinese auction, annual book/street sale. 
 
28. Wine and Beer Tasting with Silent Auction; Christmas Tree Sales (this was 

a past venture that is now done); Book Sales. 


